
The Power of FOOTBALL & ‘Where are they now?’ There are an abundance of high achievers associated with our football clubs in 
Bermuda. We wish to commend them all & encourage them to keep up the good work & in doing so contribute to a better future for themselves & Bermuda generally. 

The bermuda Organ and Tissue Association is a non-
profit organisation whose purpose is to serve the people 
of Bermuda by fostering acitivities that enhance organ 
and tissue donation awareness, retrieval, preservation 
and transplatation. For more information on becoming a 
donor or to assist us, please e-mail:
botacharity@gmail.com | or call 239-1282

The Bermuda Football Association was incorporated as a Charitable Association on June 8, 1970. Our Mission is to encourage and promote the game of football in Bermuda. 
To make, adopt, vary and publish rules, regulations and bye-laws for the proper administration of the game. To hold membership of various international football associations 
to advance participation in international competitions.  Promotion of league and cup competitions for senior and youth football for men and women. Participation at national 
level in various international competitions, (e.g. World Cup, Olympics). Conducting seminars and courses for training in coaching, refereeing, administration and sports 
medicine, and the overall improvement of individual skills that include educational, social and moral development, aimed at creating better citizens for Bermuda.
For more information: Tel: 295 2199 Ext 203 | Cell: 505 2199 | dsabir@bermudafootball.com | www.bermudafa.com 

‘Good News’ is a quarterly production of the Centre on Philanthropy and is generously sponsored by 
Colonial & The Royal Gazette. If you would like to share a story about your charitable organisation, please 
contact us by e-mail: lmatcham@centreonphilanthropy.org or call 236-7706. To learn more about us, 
visit us online: www.centreonphilanthropy.org | facebook.com/thecentreonphilanthropy

YOU HAVE THE POWER TO DONATE LIFE!
There are currently 166 persons on Dialysis in Bermuda. A staggering 33 

persons are awaiting kidney transplants. The Bermuda Organ and Tissue 
Association performs critical work in the community by serving as an 
advocate for organ and tissue donation. Through their programmes they 
assess the needs of donors and donor families and assure high standards 
of performance and ethical behaviour in the provision of services to organ 
and tissure donors, recipients and their families. Bermuda Organ and Tissue 
Associaition liaises with the new England Organ Bank to assure maximum 
procurement of organs and tissues for transplantation and provide the 
donation option to all appropriate families, protecting their rights and 
interests throughout the donation process.

My name is Kelee Darrell and I’m 23 years old. I was diagnosed 
with LUPUS  Nephritis when I was 15 yrs old. Although I have been in 
remission for 6 yrs my kidneys were affected to the point that they 
completely failed in 2012 when I suffered a bout of pneumonia. It 
was then that I was put on dialysis and the transplant list.

My life then changed dramatically. I entered hospital to have an 
operation so I could commence Dialysis 3 times a week. To enable 
me to lead a somewhat normal life my Dialysis commences at 4.30 
am. Starting this early enables me to attend Bermuda College where 
I am studying Hospitality and will graduate in May. I then hope to 
concentrate on Public Relations.

I get very frustrated sitting there having Dialysis, but I’m grateful 
for the support of family and friends. The doctor says a live donor 
kidney would be best for me. Family members have come forward 
but unfortunately they have been rejected for various reasons.

I have no idea where I am on the transplant list, but I remain very positive as I am otherwise fit 
and healthy. This whole experience has given me a greater appreciation of life and how precious 
each day is. I encourage everybody to consider donation, discuss it with your family and make 
your wishes known verbally and on your Drivers licence.

My name is Gladwin Edness Jr and I am 48 yrs old. I was 
diagnosed with Polysistic Kidney Disease ( of no known cause) 
in 2004. I managed the disease for 5 yrs before my kidneys failed 
completely and I had to commence Dialysis. I was put on the 
transplant list but was told I had to reduce my weight from 
245lbs to 200lbs otherwise I would be rejected. I have always 
been a keen cricketer/ sportsman so I increased my training by 
taking spinning classes, bike riding and changing my diet. I was 
taking up to 6 classes a week and reduced my weight to 189lbs.

My Dialysis was 3 times a week for 4 hours at a time. To fit 
this into my work and fitness schedule I used to start Dialysis at 
4.30 am. This was hard but I had to do it. My Dad was the only 
donor match in my family, but was rejected as early diabetes 
was detected.

After 3.5 yrs on Dialysis, on 15th November 2012 at 8am my 
phone rang. It was the call I had been waiting for, it was Boston
Lahey Hospital saying there was a kidney available. My initial feelings were shock and disbelief 
that it was finally happening. I was on a Delta flight and in the operating room at 5.30pm the 
same day! The operation was a success and I was up walking around at 10pm that day!! I haven’t 
looked back since and I am eternally grateful for the donor and her family for giving me the 
gift of a normal life, when they had tragically lost a loved one. Everything would have been 
much more difficult without the support of family, friends, sports teams I am involved with, the 
Dialysis team and coordinator and the whole Transplant team. I encourage everybody to talk to 
family about Organ Donation and make their wishes known. I am truly blessed.

“Ryan’s story has inspired all of us to recognise that with 

some support & encouragement, we can help any young 

person, with an interest in theatre, realise their potential.”

Ryan first tried his hand in the lighting booth at only age 11 during the production of the BMDS Christmas Pantomime, 
The Firebird, in 2010.  The producers were so impressed with Ryan’s abilities, he was permitted to run the lights for some 
performances on his own.  Since then, Ryan has been a valuable member of the lighting team at Daylesford Theatre.  
Two years ago, Ryan was quoted in a Royal Gazette article as saying, “I’d like to design a small show and take lighting 
further,” and as of last Spring, Ryan has had that particular wish fulfilled.  Earlier this year, He was tasked with the entire 
lighting design and implementation of BMDS’ production of Manuscript.  Carol Birch, President of BMDS, was also the 
director of the production and had no concerns about handing the lighting reins completely to Ryan.   

Mary Brier has been Lighting Designer at BMDS for many years. She says,  “Ryan Day has helped me for the last three 
years at performances at City Hall and at Daylesford Theatre.  It is not often that a youngster of 11 years of age shows 
such a keen interest in lighting, and a quick mind to pick up the skills needed in assisting in the setting up of the lighting 
for a variety of shows.  His skills and keenness has only grown over the last couple of years.”

Ryan has been designing shows for Saltus for the last two years and is the only student who can run the lighting 
board without supervision.  Because of this, Saltus now have a lighting club for other students to enjoy. His first 
challenge at school was for the production ‘After Juliet’ and his drama teacher, Ms. Sara Kelly, was so impressed with 
his work that she asked him to be the lighting designer for the GCSE and AP exams and all other productions.  Ryan’s 
career path is now veering towards Technical Theatre & Lighting Design, and is hoping to attend RADA University in the 
UK upon graduation. Saltus have been fantastic in allowing Ryan to be creative with his design skills. 

Ryan also volunteers a lot of his time working alongside John Waddell of Ad Hoc Systems, and has benefitted by 
watching lighting designers from overseas such as for the Pentatonix concert at the Southampton Princess. He was also 
acknowledged for his outstanding work for lighting in the 2012 Premier’s Concert, a first in the Concert’s history that an 
acknowledgement was made for something other than the performing arts.

Ryan’s Mom, Kim Day, told us; “Ryan’s other passions are boating and football, where he trains five times a week with 
BAA as one of their goalkeepers. He also plays for the Saltus Varsity team, against other schools. He recently started 
playing Futsal as the goalkeeper for team ‘Footy Force’ and competed in the World Futsal Championship in Orlando, 
where the Bermuda team won the Silver Division cup.”

The Bermuda Musical and Dramatic Society is very proud of Ryan’s many accomplishments. Emma Muggleton, one of 
the most recently elected members of the BMDS Executive Committee and BMDS’ Youth Representative, says, “We 
encourage any young people who have an interest in the performing arts, whether in a technical capacity, on stage, back 
stage, house management or any other area of the theatre, to contact us.”

Ryan Day has most definitely been good news for the theatre community in Bermuda. The 15-year old 
Saltus student and son of Kim and David Day, has for the past few years played an integral part in the design 
and implementation of lighting for many BMDS productions at Daylesford Theatre as well as with Saltus and 
the 2012 Premier’s Concert.

Since 1945, BMDS has been a magnet to those who 
enjoy music and drama. performers, technicians, 
audience and members have found bmds to be the home 
of amateur theatre in bermuda. bmds relies heavily 
on the voluntary efforts of its members. for more 
information: e-mail: diva@bmds.bm | call: 292-0848
web: www.bmds.bm

The Bermuda Football Association (BFA) launched the first of its Legends 
Scholarship Awards in 2007.  This initiative emanated from the BFA’s Strategic 
Plan with the sole purpose of supporting young, talented Bermudians with 
aspirations to further their academic studies through the sport of football.  In 
doing so, we are proud of the fact that we provided each of the 26 student 
athletes with two year scholarships totally in access of $250,000.  

Football has often been referred to as the “game of life” and there is no better 
example of taking a look at the lives of some of our Legends Scholarship 
recipients.  Each one of them in their own way exemplifies the “Power of 
Football” and its impact on helping to achieve goals.  

PHC Zebras stalwart Marquel Waldron, recipient of the Ernest Drew Scholarship 
totaling $30,000 graduated from the University of West Florida B.S.B.A in Accounting, 
specialization in professional accounting with a Minor degree in Forensic Accounting.  
Marquel also passed his Certified Public Accounting (CPA) Exam.  Following a successful 
university career, Marquel is currently employed at KPMG as a Staff Accountant. Marquel 
encourages all aspiring football players to “grab any opportunities presented to you 
with both hands; pursue your athletic dreams, but remember to have a backup plan 
professionally.”

Kennette Burgess formerly of Prospect United Women’s 
Football Team and recipient of the Dudley Eve Scholarship 
totaling $20,000 graduated from Winston-Salem State 
University with an undergraduate degree in Sports 
Management and a Masters of Business Administration 
degree from High Point University.  Kennette is currently 
working overseas as an International Product Marketing 
Manager for Market America / SHOP.COM with 
responsibilities for operations in Canada, United Kingdom 
and Australia.  Kennette says, “Football is the best sport in 
the world.  We all speak the same language. Using football 
in Bermuda opens new possibilities in your life.”

Former Devonshire Cougars Goalkeeper Clyde Darrell, 
the Mr. Wendell “Joe” Trott Scholarship recipient totaling 
$10,000 currently works as a Family and Criminal Law Case 
Handler for the Community Legal Advice Centre (CLARS) at 
Bristol Civil Justice Centre in the UK.  Clyde graduated from 
Cardiff University and the University of West of England (UWE) 
having successfully completed his Bachelors of Law (Hons), 
Masters of Law (Hons) followed by being called to the Bar of 
England and Wales. “One characteristic those who go on to 
achieve academic success, share with successful footballers, is 
that the ones who are successful are often the ones who work 
the hardest, are consistent and don’t give up” says Clyde.

Ashley Wall, former player of the Lady Cougars and North Village Rams and BFA’s 
Gladwin Daniels Scholarship recipient totaling $10,000 graduated from Keiser University 
with a Degree of Science in Radiologic Technology.  

She is a Member of The Lambda Nu Honor Society and 
was working as a  Radiographer at KEMH before travelling 
overseas.  Ashley states, “Not only did the Legends 
scholarship help financially, but it also provided motivation, 
determination and confidence. The BFA invested in my 
education, making me who I am today and who I will be in 
the future.”

Tina Wall, former player of Wolves Girls, Lady Cougars, 
Young Men’s Social Lady Bluebirds and current player of  
Dandy Stars  &  recipient of the Randolph Horton  Scholarship 
totaling $20,000 graduated from Keiser University with 
a Science in Nuclear Medicine Technology degree.  Tina

currently works as an Imaging (Radiographer) and Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
at KEMH.  She is also a Radiation Safety Officer having successfully completed a 
radiation safety course in Canada.  Tina says, “Strive for the unknown as there are many 
opportunities. The BFA Legends Scholarship allowed me to extend my studies within the 
field of diagnostic Imaging.”  

Former BAA and current North Village Rams player Matthew 
Madeiros was the recipient of the Mr. Clyde Best Scholarship 
totaling $10,000.  Matthew graduated from Kingston University 
with Honours in LLB Law with Business as well the Legal Practice 
Course from the BPP Law School.  Matthew currently works 
as a corporate lawyer for ISIS Law’s corporate department in 
all areas of corporate and commercial law with a particular 
focus on investment funds, mergers and acquisitions, cross-
border transactions and compliance.  Matthew says, “The BFA 
Legends Scholarship gave me that extra encouragement to 
really make something of myself.  You

may not realise it now, but knowledge is power and your education is the only thing that 
cannot be taken from you!” 
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